SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
country cottage as a retreat from the world (in a
perfectly literal sense) is a symptom of the historical
finale of the nominalistic perspective. When a com-
munity's best intellects are closeted in solitude, the
divorce between the historical partners, thought and
action, is complete.
This over-emphatic and antiquated concentration
upon the relation between the individual and the
community is expressed by many different kinds of
people in many different ways.   When Russia is
mentioned in discussion, the man in the street in-
stantly thinks of military garrisons of soldiers in blood-
stained uniforms, slavery, forced labour camps, food
queues, unpunctual trains, mass shootings and other
personal inconveniences. These things are abstracted
entirely from their material and historical setting by
the common, Nominalist mind, and judged in the
light of an ideal society, in which individuals are given
the maximum of "freedom5* and subjected to the
minimum   of   "force."    More   sensitive   persons,
especially in their country cottage "retreats," think less
concretely of crude Russian unpleasantnesses, but find
themselves disturbed by the prospect of what they
describe as the Fascist-Communist state, involving a
regimentation of human beings, leaving no avenue
for contemplation, no haven for the thinking out